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SPECTRUM

Tracking Strategic Shifts Worldwide and Their Impact on India

18™ to 31° August 2026

1. India rejects Hague ruling on Indus Waters Treaty - The Permanent Court of Arbitration
ruled on 31 August that the Indus Waters Treaty remains in force and that India must comply
with its provisions on hydroelectric projects, including restrictions relating to the Ratle
project. New Delhi rejected the ruling, maintaining that the tribunal has no jurisdiction over
India’s sovereign decisions.

Implication for India: This is likely to deepen the India-Pakistan water-security confrontation.
It also raises an important precedent for India’s ability to use water infrastructure as a
strategic instrument following the Pahalgam attack.

2. India-China border talks resume at senior level - NSA Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi held talks on 25 August in Beijing and agreed to continue dialogue towards a
“fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable” boundary settlement. Both sides also stressed
maintaining peace and stability along the frontier.

Implication for India: The talks indicate that the post-2020 relationship is moving towards
managed stabilisation rather than confrontation. For New Delhi, this creates strategic space to
concentrate on Pakistan, the Indian Ocean and economic priorities while retaining military
preparedness along the LAC.

3. Bangladesh moves closer to Chinese J-10CE fighter acquisition - Bangladesh confirmed
on 25 August that it is moving towards formal negotiations with China for potentially acquiring
J-10CE fighter aircraft and attack helicopters. China is already Bangladesh’s largest defence
supplier.

Implication for India: This is strategically significant. A substantial Chinese combat-aircraft
presence in Bangladesh could alter the security calculus along India’s eastern airspace and add
another layer to China’s expanding defence footprint around India’s periphery.

4. Bangladesh PM Tarique Rahman’s India visit remains stalled - Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman’s proposed first visit to New Delhi between 21 and 23 August remained uncertain
amid disagreements over Sheikh Hasina, who is residing in India. Dhaka has sought her
extradition, while India says the request is under examination.

Implication for India: The episode demonstrates how the Hasina question has become the

central obstacle in India-Bangladesh normalisation. New Delhi will need to balance its
relationship with the new BNP government against security, border, and political concerns.
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5. India offers Bangladesh cooperation against AQIS - India proposed on 18 August joint
counter-terrorism efforts with Bangladesh following UN concerns that Al-Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS) could seek to establish terrorist cells in Bangladesh.

Implication for India: Counter-terrorism could provide a pragmatic channel for rebuilding
India-Bangladesh security cooperation despite political tensions. It is particularly important
given India’s northeastern states and the extensive India-Bangladesh land border.

6. Catastrophic Nepal-Tibet floods create major Indian humanitarian challenge - A
massive Himalayan flash flood on 26 August triggered by an apparent glacier/ice-rock
collapse devastated northern Nepal and adjoining Tibet. By 31 August, more than 2000 people
had reportedly died and many thousands remained missing; Indian and Chinese teams were
assisting Nepal with rescue operations.

Implication for India: The disaster has direct implications for Himalayan security, climate
resilience and disaster diplomacy. It also highlights vulnerabilities around hydropower
infrastructure and the need for better India-Nepal-China information-sharing on glacial and
river hazards.

7. Hundreds of Indian pilgrims caught in Nepal-Tibet disaster - At least 288 Indians were
reported missing in Nepal on 27 August, while another roughly 200 were stranded in China
following the floods. Indian authorities coordinated with Nepal and China for rescue and
evacuation.

Implication for India: Beyond humanitarian concerns, the incident underscores the importance
of India’s consular reach and crisis-response mechanisms in the Himalayan neighbourhood. It
also gives New Delhi an opportunity to reinforce its image as a first responder in South Asia.

8..India-Nepal security cooperation receives renewed attention - Indian Army Chief
General Dhiraj Seth visited Nepal and met Prime Minister Balendra Shah, while the India-
Nepal Joint Working Group subsequently reviewed border management, trans-border crime,
infrastructure and boundary pillars.

Implication for India: This is particularly important given Kathmandu’s simultaneous
engagement with Beijing and its renewed sensitivity over the Lipulekh-Kalapani-
Limpiyadhura dispute. Defence and border-management cooperation provides New Delhi with
an institutional mechanism to preserve its traditional strategic position.

9. Pakistan, Turkey and Saudi Arabia operationalise new defence framework - Pakistan,
Turkey and Saudi Arabia held the inaugural meeting of their Strategic Political and Defence
Committee, established under the Makkah Joint Defence Agreement. Pakistan’s military
leadership participated alongside the foreign and defence ministers of the three countries.

Implication for India: The emerging trilateral security architecture could give Pakistan greater
diplomatic and military depth. New Delhi will need to watch whether cooperation develops
beyond symbolic defence diplomacy into intelligence, air defence, military technology or joint
exercises.
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10. Afghanistan seeks deeper strategic and economic engagement with India -
Afghanistan’s representative in New Delhi called on 18 August for stronger political trust,
economic cooperation and continued Indian engagement, emphasising India’s role in regional
connectivity, trade and stability despite New Delhi’s continued non-recognition of the Taliban
government.

Implication for India: Afghanistan remains important for India’s continental strategy,
particularly Central Asia connectivity, terrorism and Pakistan’s western frontier. Incremental
engagement allows India to retain influence without prematurely granting full political
legitimacy to the Taliban.

11. India-backed Greater Malé connectivity project reaches major milestone - The
Maldives’ India-backed Greater Malé Connectivity Project reached a major construction
milestone, with the bridge network physically linking islands around Malé. President
Mohamed Muizzu described the project as a symbol of India-Maldives friendship.

Implication for India: This is an important indicator that the sharp deterioration in India-
Maldives relations has moderated. Large infrastructure projects are increasingly becoming
India’s principal instruments of economic and strategic influence in the Indian Ocean.

12. India-Sri Lanka strategic relationship emphasised at National Defence College - Sri
Lanka’s High Commissioner highlighted maritime security, defence cooperation, connectivity,
energy and the Colombo Security Conclave during an address on 18-19 August at India’s
National Defence College. Sri Lanka also stressed the shared Indian Ocean security interests of
the two countries.

Implication for India: With China continuing to compete for influence in Sri Lanka, maritime
cooperation with Colombo is central to India’s Indian Ocean security architecture, particularly
regarding sea lanes, ports and surveillance.

13. India faces intensifying US trade pressure over Russian oil - India’s trade relationship
with Washington remained under pressure as US tariffs on Indian goods rose sharply in
connection with India’s purchases of Russian oil; negotiations remained unresolved.

Implication for India: This puts New Delhi in a difficult strategic triangle between Russia, the
US and China. India’s ability to maintain discounted Russian energy supplies while protecting
its access to the US market will remain a major component of its strategic autonomy.

14. Modi-Putin meeting at SCO reinforces India-Russia relationship - At the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation summit on 31 August in Bishkek, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
met Vladimir Putin and reiterated India’s support for efforts to end the Ukraine war. The two
leaders also highlighted expanding economic and energy ties.

Implication for India: The meeting demonstrates that Western pressure has not fundamentally
displaced Russia from India’s strategic calculus. At the same time, New Delhi’s emphasis on
peace indicates an attempt to maintain Russia ties without being perceived as endorsing
Moscow’s war policy.
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15. China’s growing military pressure around Taiwan raises wider Indo-Pacific
concerns - Taiwan’s annual defence assessment warned that China is strengthening its ability
to control the air and sea around Taiwan and is increasingly focusing on blockade and control
of external sea lanes.

Implication for India: A Taiwan contingency would have consequences far beyond the Taiwan
Strait. It could disrupt Indo-Pacific trade, divert US military attention from the Indian Ocean
and potentially encourage greater Chinese military activity along the LAC and in the maritime
domain. India therefore has a direct interest in maintaining a stable Indo-Pacific balance.

Page 4



	CHAKRA
	RASHTRAHIT SARVOPARI
	SP006/09/2026
	CHAKRA
	SPECTRUM
	Tracking Strategic Shifts Worldwide and Their Impact on India
	18th to 31st August 2026
	1. India rejects Hague ruling on Indus Waters Treaty - The Permanent Court of Arbitration ruled on 31 August that the Indus Waters Treaty remains in force and that India must comply with its provisions on hydroelectric projects, including restrictions relating to the Ratle project. New Delhi rejected the ruling, maintaining that the tribunal has no jurisdiction over India’s sovereign decisions.
	Implication for India: This is likely to deepen the India-Pakistan water-security confrontation. It also raises an important precedent for India’s ability to use water infrastructure as a strategic instrument following the Pahalgam attack.
	2. India–China border talks resume at senior level - NSA Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi held talks on 25 August in Beijing and agreed to continue dialogue towards a “fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable” boundary settlement. Both sides also stressed maintaining peace and stability along the frontier.
	Implication for India: The talks indicate that the post-2020 relationship is moving towards managed stabilisation rather than confrontation. For New Delhi, this creates strategic space to concentrate on Pakistan, the Indian Ocean and economic priorities while retaining military preparedness along the LAC.
	3. Bangladesh moves closer to Chinese J-10CE fighter acquisition - Bangladesh confirmed on 25 August that it is moving towards formal negotiations with China for potentially acquiring J-10CE fighter aircraft and attack helicopters. China is already Bangladesh’s largest defence supplier.
	Implication for India: This is strategically significant. A substantial Chinese combat-aircraft presence in Bangladesh could alter the security calculus along India’s eastern airspace and add another layer to China’s expanding defence footprint around India’s periphery.
	4. Bangladesh PM Tarique Rahman’s India visit remains stalled - Prime Minister Tarique Rahman’s proposed first visit to New Delhi between 21 and 23 August remained uncertain amid disagreements over Sheikh Hasina, who is residing in India. Dhaka has sought her extradition, while India says the request is under examination.
	Implication for India: The episode demonstrates how the Hasina question has become the central obstacle in India-Bangladesh normalisation. New Delhi will need to balance its relationship with the new BNP government against security, border, and political concerns.
	Page 1

	CHAKRA

	RASHTRAHIT SARVOPARI
	SP006/09/2026
	5. India offers Bangladesh cooperation against AQIS - India proposed on 18 August joint counter-terrorism efforts with Bangladesh following UN concerns that Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) could seek to establish terrorist cells in Bangladesh.
	Implication for India: Counter-terrorism could provide a pragmatic channel for rebuilding India–Bangladesh security cooperation despite political tensions. It is particularly important given India’s northeastern states and the extensive India-Bangladesh land border.
	6. Catastrophic Nepal–Tibet floods create major Indian humanitarian challenge - A massive Himalayan flash flood on 26 August triggered by an apparent glacier/ice-rock collapse devastated northern Nepal and adjoining Tibet. By 31 August, more than 2000 people had reportedly died and many thousands remained missing; Indian and Chinese teams were assisting Nepal with rescue operations.
	Implication for India: The disaster has direct implications for Himalayan security, climate resilience and disaster diplomacy. It also highlights vulnerabilities around hydropower infrastructure and the need for better India-Nepal-China information-sharing on glacial and river hazards.
	7. Hundreds of Indian pilgrims caught in Nepal–Tibet disaster - At least 288 Indians were reported missing in Nepal on 27 August, while another roughly 200 were stranded in China following the floods. Indian authorities coordinated with Nepal and China for rescue and evacuation.
	Implication for India: Beyond humanitarian concerns, the incident underscores the importance of India’s consular reach and crisis-response mechanisms in the Himalayan neighbourhood. It also gives New Delhi an opportunity to reinforce its image as a first responder in South Asia.
	8. . India–Nepal security cooperation receives renewed attention - Indian Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth visited Nepal and met Prime Minister Balendra Shah, while the India-Nepal Joint Working Group subsequently reviewed border management, trans-border crime, infrastructure and boundary pillars.
	Implication for India: This is particularly important given Kathmandu’s simultaneous engagement with Beijing and its renewed sensitivity over the Lipulekh-Kalapani-Limpiyadhura dispute. Defence and border-management cooperation provides New Delhi with an institutional mechanism to preserve its traditional strategic position.
	9. Pakistan, Turkey and Saudi Arabia operationalise new defence framework - Pakistan, Turkey and Saudi Arabia held the inaugural meeting of their Strategic Political and Defence Committee, established under the Makkah Joint Defence Agreement. Pakistan’s military leadership participated alongside the foreign and defence ministers of the three countries.
	Implication for India: The emerging trilateral security architecture could give Pakistan greater diplomatic and military depth. New Delhi will need to watch whether cooperation develops beyond symbolic defence diplomacy into intelligence, air defence, military technology or joint exercises.
	Page 2

	CHAKRA

	RASHTRAHIT SARVOPARI
	SP006/09/2026
	10. Afghanistan seeks deeper strategic and economic engagement with India - Afghanistan’s representative in New Delhi called on 18 August for stronger political trust, economic cooperation and continued Indian engagement, emphasising India’s role in regional connectivity, trade and stability despite New Delhi’s continued non-recognition of the Taliban government.
	Implication for India: Afghanistan remains important for India’s continental strategy, particularly Central Asia connectivity, terrorism and Pakistan’s western frontier. Incremental engagement allows India to retain influence without prematurely granting full political legitimacy to the Taliban.
	11. India-backed Greater Malé connectivity project reaches major milestone - The Maldives’ India-backed Greater Malé Connectivity Project reached a major construction milestone, with the bridge network physically linking islands around Malé. President Mohamed Muizzu described the project as a symbol of India-Maldives friendship.
	Implication for India: This is an important indicator that the sharp deterioration in India-Maldives relations has moderated. Large infrastructure projects are increasingly becoming India’s principal instruments of economic and strategic influence in the Indian Ocean.
	12. India–Sri Lanka strategic relationship emphasised at National Defence College - Sri Lanka’s High Commissioner highlighted maritime security, defence cooperation, connectivity, energy and the Colombo Security Conclave during an address on 18-19 August at India’s National Defence College. Sri Lanka also stressed the shared Indian Ocean security interests of the two countries.
	Implication for India: With China continuing to compete for influence in Sri Lanka, maritime cooperation with Colombo is central to India’s Indian Ocean security architecture, particularly regarding sea lanes, ports and surveillance.
	13. India faces intensifying US trade pressure over Russian oil - India’s trade relationship with Washington remained under pressure as US tariffs on Indian goods rose sharply in connection with India’s purchases of Russian oil; negotiations remained unresolved.
	Implication for India: This puts New Delhi in a difficult strategic triangle between Russia, the US and China. India’s ability to maintain discounted Russian energy supplies while protecting its access to the US market will remain a major component of its strategic autonomy.
	14. Modi–Putin meeting at SCO reinforces India–Russia relationship - At the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit on 31 August in Bishkek, Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Vladimir Putin and reiterated India’s support for efforts to end the Ukraine war. The two leaders also highlighted expanding economic and energy ties.
	Implication for India: The meeting demonstrates that Western pressure has not fundamentally displaced Russia from India’s strategic calculus. At the same time, New Delhi’s emphasis on peace indicates an attempt to maintain Russia ties without being perceived as endorsing Moscow’s war policy.
	Page 3

	CHAKRA

	RASHTRAHIT SARVOPARI
	SP006/09/2026
	15. China’s growing military pressure around Taiwan raises wider Indo-Pacific concerns - Taiwan’s annual defence assessment warned that China is strengthening its ability to control the air and sea around Taiwan and is increasingly focusing on blockade and control of external sea lanes.
	Implication for India: A Taiwan contingency would have consequences far beyond the Taiwan Strait. It could disrupt Indo-Pacific trade, divert US military attention from the Indian Ocean and potentially encourage greater Chinese military activity along the LAC and in the maritime domain. India therefore has a direct interest in maintaining a stable Indo-Pacific balance.
	Page 4



